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APU Named Malaysiaôs Best University for AI Excellence 

at Private Education Excellence Awards 2025

Asia Pacific University secures six accolades at National Education 

Awards, reaffirming its leadership in AI  education and private higher 

learning.

Asia Pacific University of Technology & Innovation (APU) has once 

again emerged as a trailblazer in higher education, clinching six 

prestigious honours at the Private Education Excellence Awards 2025. 

The Private Education Excellence Awards 2025 winners, together with academic staff from 
APU (LςR): Prof Dr Mohammad Falahat, Prof Ts Dr Murali Raman, Ir Ts Dr Yvette Shaan-Li 

Susiapan, Prof Dr Ho Chin Kuan, Ir Eur Ing Ts Dr Harvin Kaur Gurchran Singh, Ir Ts Dr Alexander 
Chee Hon Cheong, and Asst Prof Ir Eur Ing Ts Dr Lau Chee Yong, celebrating their moment in 

the spotlight
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Most notably, APU was conferred the Malaysiaôs Best University for AI  

Excellence Award , the eventôs highest institutional recognition, 

reaffirming its status as a national leader in artificial intelligence 

education and innovation.

 

This milestone marks the third consecutive year APU has dominated the 

EDUCOOP Private Education Excellence Awards, highlighting its 

continued commitment to quality, innovation, and industry relevance 

across academic disciplines.

 

The award ceremony was held at the Mandarin  Oriental  Hotel on 9 July 

2025, attended by APU's academic and managerial staff, along with 

representatives from various educational institutions.

Prof Dr Ho Chin Kuan, Vice-Chancellor of APU (centre), celebrates the major win at the Private 
9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ !ǿŀǊŘǎ нлнр ǿƛǘƘ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ !t¦Ωǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀǘ 

the ceremony venue
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APUôs selection for the AI  Excellence Award was driven by its 

comprehensive and integrated approach to AI  education, blending 

curriculum innovation, industry engagement, student outcomes, and 

global recognition.

 

At the heart of this achievement lies an industry-aligned and dynamic 

curriculum, co-developed with leading technology companies including 

Microsoft, AWS, IBM,  Cisco, Huawei, SAS, and TIBCO . The 

curriculum incorporates the latest developments in machine learning, 

robotics, computer vision, and generative models, ensuring that students 

receive a future-proof education.

 

As a Premier Digital  Tech Institution  (PDTI)  under the Malaysia 

Digital  Economy Corporation (MDEC), APU adopts a revolutionary 

approach by integrating AI  technologies across all academic disciplines. 

From undergraduate to postgraduate levels, courses are infused with 

cutting-edge digital content, ensuring that every graduate emerges as a 

tech-savvy professional equipped for the demands of the digital economy.

 

APU further strengthens its AI  education offering through hands-on 

learning experiences facilitated by state-of-the-art infrastructure, 

including AI  and cybersecurity laboratories, smart classrooms, VR 

suites, and a Cyber Security Talent Zone. 
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These facilities mirror real-world environments and prepare students with 

practical skills required by industry.

The universityôs graduate employability outcomes are among the highest 

in the nation. APU consistently records a 100% employment rate for its 

graduates, who also command competitive starting salaries. Its regular 

recognition as an ñEmployerôs Choice of Universityò by Talentbank 

stands as testament to the strength of its graduate talent pool and the 

universityôs emphasis on both technical competencies and soft skills.

Academic and managerial staff of the APU family represent the institution at the Private 
Education Excellence Awards 2025 ceremony held at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel. (L-R) Dr Teh 

Choon Jin, Registrar and Senior Director of Administration; Prof Dr Angelina Yee, Director of 
Research Management; Prof Dr Andy Seddon, Senior Director of Partnerships & Standards; Prof Ts 
Dr Murali Raman, Deputy Vice-Chancellor; Prof Dr Ho Chin Kuan, Vice-Chancellor; Ar Jasmeet Pal 

Singh, Head of School of Architecture and Built Environment; Ms Supriya Singh, Director of 
Academic Operations; Mr Vijay Reddy, Senior Manager of Special Project; Prof Dr Kashif Hussain, 

Senior Head of School of Business and Global Hospitality and Tourism.
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APUôs campus ecosystem fosters a culture of innovation and collaboration 

through dedicated AI  research and development hubs, including the 

Centre for Research and Development in IoT (CREDIT ), A.P.C.O.R.E 

for robotics, the Visionary AI  Studio (VAS), and the XR Studio. These 

centres lead applied research in AI  and provide students with opportunities 

to work on projects with real-world impact. 

 

The universityôs AI -enhanced teaching methodologies, research 

excellence, and industry-aligned projects have contributed significantly to 

producing graduates who are not only academically capable but also 

industry-ready.

 

Strategic partnerships with numerous local and international organizations 

further support this ecosystem. APUôs student-led AI  Club, recognized as 

a Premier Digital  Tech Club by MDEC , provides a platform for students 

to engage in certifications, hackathons, mentorship programmes, and 

career development events nurturing leadership, creativity, and practical 

experience in AI .

The universityôs credentials are also internationally endorsed through its 

dual-degree partnership with De Montfort University (UK), its QS Five-

Star Plus rating, QAA UK accreditation, and its top-tier position in 

regional rankings such as AppliedHE ASEAN.
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Leadership Reflections on a Defining Moment

Representing the university on stage to receive the top award, Professor 

Dr Ho Chin Kuan, Vice-Chancellor of APU, remarked: ñThis award is a 

recognition of APUôs accomplishments in AI, and also a validation of our 

commitment to academic excellence, innovation and industry 

partnership.ò 

 

ñAt APU, we strive to equip our students not just with technical 

knowledge, but with the critical thinking and ethical grounding needed to 

shape the AI-driven future responsibly. We are proud to receive this 

honour and will  continue to lead by example in Malaysia and beyond,ò 

continued Prof Ho. 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ōȅ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛƴ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀ 
ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘΣέ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘ tǊƻŦ 5Ǌ Iƻ /Ƙƛƴ YǳŀƴΣ ±ƛŎŜ-Chancellor of APU.
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Recognizing Outstanding Individuals  Behind the Success

In addition to the institutional honour, five members of APUôs academic 

team were individually recognized at the national level:

Å Professor Dr Mohammad Falahat, Director, Strategic Research 

Institute ï National Outstanding Researcher Award

Å Ir  Ts Dr Yvette Shaan-Li  Susiapan, Senior Lecturer, School of 

Engineering ï National Outstanding Educator Award (Honourable 

Mention)

Å Ir  Ts Dr Alexander Chee Hon Cheong, Assistant Professor, School of 

Engineering ï National Outstanding Innovator Award (Honourable 

Mention)

Å Ir  Eur Ing Ts Dr Harvin  Kaur  Gurchran Singh, Assistant Professor, 

School of Engineering ï National Outstanding Young Educator Award 

(Merit Highly Commended)

Å Professor Ts Dr Murali  Raman, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Academic 

Development & Strategy ï National Excellence in Education and 

Youth Empowerment Award (Special Recognition)
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Professor Dr Mohammad Falahat shared, ñThis recognition is a 

testament to years of perseverance, collaborative research, and a deep 

commitment to academic inquiry that addresses real-world challenges.ò

 

For Dr Yvette Shaan-Li  Susiapan, the award was a meaningful 

milestone: ñBeing recognized at a national level is a powerful 

affirmation that every student we reach, every lesson we deliver, has a 

lasting impact.ò

 

Dr Alexander Chee Hon Cheong remarked, ñThis award encourages 

me to keep pushing the boundaries of innovation, and to transform 

engineering ideas into meaningful outcomes for society.ò

άLƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳƛƴŘǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊƪΣέ ǎŀƛŘ tǊƻŦ ¢ǎ 5Ǌ aǳǊŀƭƛ wŀƳŀƴΣ 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Academic Development & Strategy, APU.
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Dr Harvin  Kaur  Gurchran Singh added, ñIt is an honour that reflects 

our shared responsibility to design engaging, future-ready learning 

environments. This award motivates me to keep empowering students with 

the skills they need to thrive.ò

 

Professor Ts Dr Murali  Raman reflected on the significance of the 

award: ñInspiring young minds has always been at the heart of my work. I 

am grateful to APUôs leadership and my family for encouraging me to 

make a difference through education and community engagement.ò

A Defining Chapter in Private Education

A group photo featuring all category winners at the Private Education Excellence Awards 2025.
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Organised by Koperasi Pendidikan Swasta Malaysia Berhad in 

partnership with Emerald Publishing, the EDUCOOP Private 

Education Excellence Awards celebrate outstanding contributions from 

educators and institutions across the private education spectrum from 

early childhood through to higher education. 

 

Established in 2013, EDUCOOP is dedicated to advancing educational 

quality, professional development, and national unity through education.

 

Certificates of recognition were awarded to the winners, underscoring the 

importance of high-quality private education in shaping Malaysiaôs future 

talent pipeline.

Driving  the Future of Education, Innovation and Impact

The Private Education Excellence Awards 2025 have once again 

highlighted the essential role private institutions play in advancing 

Malaysiaôs education landscape. 
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APUôs success both at the institutional and individual level reflects a 

deep-rooted culture of excellence, innovation, and integrity.

 

As Malaysia continues its journey towards digital transformation, APU 

stands ready to lead, inspire and nurture the next generation of AI  leaders 

and change-makers at home and on the global stage.

Congratulations! 

Your success is an inspiration to all of us at APU

!t¦Ωǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tǊƛǾŀǘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ !ǿŀǊŘǎ нлнр ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ƛǘǎ ŘŜŜǇ-rooted culture of 
excellence, innovation, and integrity.
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Two APU Researchers Named Among Worldôs Top 2% 

Scientists in 2025 by Stanford University and Elsevier

Two Asia Pacific University of Technology & Innovationôs (APU) School 

of Engineering (SoE) researchers, Associate Professor Ir  Dr Siva 

Kumar  Sivanesan and Assistant Professor Ir  Ts Dr Alexander Chee 

Hon Cheong, were named among the Worldôs Top 2% Scientists 2025 

by Stanford University and Elsevier, recognizing their impactful 

contributions and APUôs growing research excellence.

Two distinguished researchers from the Asia Pacific University of 

Technology & Innovationôs (APU) School of Engineering (SoE) have 

been honored in the prestigious Worldôs Top 2% Scientists 2025 list, 

compiled annually by Stanford University in collaboration with Elsevierôs 

Scopus Database.
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Associate Professor Ir  Dr Siva Kumar  Sivanesan, Head SoE, and 

Assistant Professor Ir  Ts Dr Alexander Chee Hon Cheong, Mechanical 

Engineering Programme Leader have earned this global recognition for 

their exceptional contributions to their respective fields.

The Worldôs Top 2% Scientists list is widely regarded as a benchmark for 

identifying the most influential researchers worldwide, spanning a broad 

spectrum of scientific disciplines.

It highlights those whose work has made a substantial impact on 

advancing knowledge and innovation.

Associate Professor Ir  Dr Sivanesan Sivakumar was included to this list 

for his focused research in general physics, which includes a solid record 

of scholarly publications and contributions that benefit the scientific 

community.

His prolonged scholarly endeavor demonstrates a strong desire to further 

knowledge and guide future scientists.

Meanwhile, Assistant Professor Ir  Ts Dr Alexander Chee Hon Cheong 

was recognized for his significant contributions to Physics & Astronomy, 

notably general physics and its multidisciplinary applications.

His scientific career has been defined by ongoing study at the interface of 

physics, materials engineering, and computational modelling, culminating 

in contributions that connect theory and practice.
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ñThis remarkable achievement not only shines a spotlight on our talented 

researchers but also underscores APUôs dedication to fostering cutting-

edge research with real-world impact,ò said Datuk Parmjit  Singh, 

APUôs Chief Executive Officer.

Heartiest congratulations to Associate Professor Ir 
Dr Siva Kumar and Assistant Professor Ir Ts Dr 
Alexander Chee for being recognized among the 

World's Top 2% Scientists. 
An exceptional achievement that brings great 

pride to APU.
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Driving Sustainable Energy Through AI: APUôs Keynote 

Presence at ICEMT 2025, Surabaya

Ir . Eur Ing Ts Dr. Harvin  Kaur,  Program Leader for Petroleum 

Engineering at the Asia Pacific University of Technology and Innovation 

(APU), was recently invited as a Keynote Speaker at the 1st 

International  Conference on Energy and Mineral  Technology 

(ICEMT)  held at PEM Akamigas, Surabaya, East Java, Indonesia.

With the theme ñDigital  Transformation  and Artificial  Intelligence for 

Energy Efficiency Enhancement,ò the conference brought together a 

distinguished assembly of global experts, researchers, and industry 

leaders to explore the intersection of digital innovation, AI, and 

sustainable energy practices. The event served as a powerful platform to 

exchange ideas, share research breakthroughs, and align strategies for a 

low-carbon, technology-driven future.
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Dr. Harvin delivered a keynote address titled ñThe Future of Petroleum: 

Digital  Transformation and AI  for Sustainable Energy Use,ò which 

focused on how digital tools, data-driven systems, and AI  applications are 

revolutionizing petroleum engineering and reshaping the future of global 

energy systems. 

Her talk emphasized the need for academia and industry to collaborate in 

fostering AI -literate talent and innovation for real-world energy 

challenges.
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In addition to her speaking engagement, Dr. Harvin was given the rare 

opportunity to visit two notable sites: Cepu Oil  Refinery and Teksas 

Wonocolo, a living petroleum museum showcasing Indonesiaôs traditional 

extraction methods. These visits provided an invaluable glimpse into 

Indonesiaôs oil and gas legacy, offering a juxtaposition of heritage and 

innovation in the energy sector.

Dr. Harvin expressed deep appreciation to PEM Akamigas for their warm 

hospitality and to APU for the support in making this impactful 

contribution possible. 

The experience further cements APUôs commitment to being at the 

forefront of energy innovation and global academic collaboration.
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Congratulations to Dr. Harvin on this outstanding 
achievement and for elevating APU's presence in 

the global energy and engineering community.
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Ir. Ts. Dr. Reena Sri Selvarajan Receives Merit Recognition at 

ERA Asian Research Excellence Awards 2025

Ir . Ts. Dr. Reena Sri Selvarajan has been awarded Merit  Recognition at 

the ERA Asian Research Excellence Awards 2025 in the category of 

Biological Nanotechnology, acknowledging her sustained contributions 

to interdisciplinary research in biosensing and graphene-enabled sensing 

technologies.

Over the past ten years, Dr. Reena has established herself as a researcher 

specializing in biosensing systems, graphene-based materials, and 

microfabrication-driven sensor platforms, integrating microelectronics, 

nanomaterials, and molecular biology to develop advanced sensing 

solutions for healthcare and environmental applications. Her work 

emphasizes translational biosensor innovation, bridging laboratory 

research with real-world deployment potential.

In addition to her research contributions, Dr. Reena has actively mentored 

student innovation projects, guiding interdisciplinary teams in translating 

theoretical concepts into validated technology solutions aligned with 

societal needs. Her efforts continue to strengthen the research ecosystem 

at the Asia Pacific University of Technology and Innovation (APU / 

APIIT) .
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Receiving the ERA Asian Research Excellence Merit recognition 

represents an important milestone in Dr. Reenaôs research journey and 

serves as motivation to further expand collaborative, impact-driven work 

in biological nanotechnology and biosensing technologies. She expressed 

her gratitude to the Einstein Research Academy for the recognition and 

congratulated fellow award recipients across the institution.

Our warmest congratulations to Dr. Reena for 
this remarkable achievement and her continuous 

efforts in shaping high -impact, translational 
biosensing research.
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APU Engineering Teams Shine at Johor International 

Innovation Symposium with Silver Wins

Two teams from the School of Engineering (SoE), Asia Pacific 

University of Technology &  Innovation (APU), proudly secured Silver 

Awards at the Johor International  Innovation, Invention Competition 

and Symposium 2025 (JIIICaS  2025). 

This prestigious recognition highlights APUôs continued excellence in 

cultivating engineering talent capable of translating visionary ideas into 

real-world impact.
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Organised by the Faculty of Computer Science and Mathematics 

(FSKM), Universiti  Teknologi MARA  (UiTM)  Johor Branch, Pasir 

Gudang Campus, JIIICaS 2025 brought together 339 innovators from 

Brunei, Thailand, Indonesia, and Malaysia. 

The event, strategically supported by the Ministry of Economy, Ministry 

of Science, Technology and Innovation (MOSTI), and Astro, carried the 

theme ñBridging Ideas and Reality through Emerging Technologies in 

Innovationò.

The competition, which ran online from 7 April  to 2 September 2025, 

culminated in a live broadcast of the closing ceremony and winnersô 

announcement from UiTM Johor.

Mentorship and Leadership at the Core

Both award-winning projects were mentored by Ir  Ts Dr Reena Sri 

Selvarajan, Senior Lecturer at SoE, APU, with strong support from 

Associate Professor Ir  Dr Sivakumar Sivanesan, Head of School. 

Their guidance underscores the Schoolôs commitment to pairing technical 

knowledge with industry relevance, equipping students with the expertise, 

creativity, and confidence to deliver impactful solutions.
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The first Silver Award was clinched by a team of Diploma in Mechatronic 

Engineering students ï Yong Yan Rui, Lee Foo Sam, Ngwe Sandar, and 

Sarah Wong Pei Li ; with their project ñAI -Guided Wearable for  Smart 

Navigation in the Visually Impairedò.

Their innovation, aptly named SenseStride, represents a breakthrough in 

assistive technology. Unlike traditional tools such as white canes, this 

next-generation wearable device integrates LiDAR-based obstacle 

detection, AI -driven environmental analysis, and adaptive haptic 

feedback. Together, these features deliver intelligent, real-time navigation 

support, empowering the visually impaired with enhanced independence, 

safety, and dignity.
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While the project is still at Technology Readiness Level (TRL) 1ï2, it 

marks a promising beginning for these young innovators in advancing 

inclusive technologies.

Offshore Sentinel: Redefining Industrial  Safety

The second Silver Award went to a cross-level team led by Year 4 

student Kareshmen Maheswaran (Bachelor of Mechatronic Engineering 

with Honours), alongside Year 3 student Dimoharan Pragash (Bachelor 

of Computer Engineering with Honours) and Diploma in Mechatronic 

Engineering students Chandramohan Akshayan and Muhammad 

Farhan Asykari . 



Achievement

SoE Newsletter

Their project, ñOffshore Sentinel: AI -Powered Wheeled Drone for 

Unmanned Cable Surveillance on Offshore Platformsò, directly 

addresses real-world industrial challenges.

This innovation reimagines offshore inspection practices by offering a 

robust, AI -powered wheeled drone capable of cable surveillance with 

precision, adaptability, and efficiency. Having undergone industrial-scale 

validation, the Offshore Sentinel reached TRL 6, positioning it as a 

game-changing prototype in offshore engineering. 

The teamôs work was further distinguished through publication in the 

JIIICaS 2025 e-Proceedings, reflecting its academic and industrial value.

Advancing the Global Sustainability Agenda

Both projects align strongly with the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), reinforcing APUôs commitment to producing 

solutions that serve both industry and society. 

By pioneering frontier technology, the projects contribute to SDG 9 

(Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure), advance SDG 3 (Good Health 

and Well-Being) through enhanced mobility solutions, and promote SDG 

13 (Climate Action) by enabling safer, more sustainable offshore 

practices.
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APUôs Legacy of Cultivating  Engineering Talent

The twin Silver Awards at JIIICaS 2025 reaffirm APUôs position as a 

leading institution in engineering education, where students are nurtured 

not only in technical expertise but also in critical thinking, creativity, and 

global outlook. 

Through strong mentorship, an emphasis on sustainability, and exposure 

to international platforms, APU continues to empower its students to 

transform challenges into opportunities and ideas into innovation.

Reflecting on the achievement, Associate Professor Ir  Dr Sivakumar 

Sivanesan, Head of School of Engineering, remarked: ñAt APU, our 

engineering education is complete and wholesome. We cultivate not only 

technical competence but also innovation, resilience, and ethical values, 

ensuring our graduates are fully prepared to contribute to society and 

industry.ò

We proudly congratulate the participating teams for 

their impressive Silver achievements and for 

exemplifying APU's spirit of creativity, 

collaboration, and excellence.
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APU Engineering Teams Shine at Johor International 

Innovation Symposium with Silver Wins

The Asia Pacific University of Technology &  Innovation (APU) Green 

Apple team secured first  place in the Malaysian round of the ASEAN-

China-India  Youth Leadership Summit 2025 with their innovative food 

waste solution, FoodUp; a low-cost system using black soldier fly  larvae 

to reduce waste and emissions while generating income which, despite 

being their first competition, earned them the honour of representing 

Malaysia at the Grand Finals in Singapore this October.
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The team from the Asia Pacific Centre of Robotics Engineering 

(APCoRE), made up of students from Petroleum Engineering, 

Mechatronic Engineering, and Electrical and Electronic Engineering 

ð Teh Jie Yee, Haithm Abdulgani Hussein Al -Bakri,  Tng Kah Hong, 

and Wong Yong Jien; was mentored by Ts Suresh Gobee, Head of 

APCoRE. 

Competing under the name Green Apple, they faced strong competition 

from around 150 participants across 38 teams in the Malaysian round.

Their victory means they will  proudly represent Malaysia at the Grand 

Finals in Singapore this October, where 120 young leaders from 12 

countries will  converge.

For the Malaysian round, the team presented a clever, low-cost waste 

management solution that utilizes black soldier fly  larvae (BSFL) to 

tackle urban food waste. 

This approach not only reduces landfill waste but also curbs greenhouse 

gas emissions, while creating a sustainable income stream.
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Teh Jie Yee reflected on their debut in the competition, explaining that the 

teamôs strength lay in blending innovation with practical application. 

ñFoodUp stood out because it offers a real, scalable, and cost-effective 

way to upcycle 100% of food waste using BSFL and anaerobic digestion. 

We demonstrated its technical feasibility and supported it with a detailed 

financial plan that surpassed existing solutions,ò he said confidently.

Drawing on hands-on project experience, Green Apple convinced the 

judges that FoodUp was not just theory, but it was ready for real-world 

impact. 

ñIt took countless hours of brainstorming, refining, and constructive 

debate, but that process sharpened our ideas and turned our teamwork 

into our greatest asset,ò Jie Yee shared.
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The competition also taught them to approach problems from fresh 

angles. By applying critical and design thinking, the team uncovered 

hidden challenges in current food waste systems, gaps often overlooked 

by existing solutions and users alike.

ñThose gaps became opportunities for FoodUp to shine. For us, true 

innovation does not just solve the obvious problems. It addresses what is 

been neglected. This journey taught us to think deeply, creatively, and 

empathetically; skills that extend far beyond engineering,ò Jie Yee 

explained.

The road was not without its hurdles. The team faced moments of 

frustration as new challenges arose just when they thought they had found 

the perfect solution.
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ñBut those setbacks pushed us to go further, test harder, and refine 

smarter. Seeing our hard work come to life and ultimately being crowned 

Malaysiaôs champion, made every struggle worthwhile.ò

ñThis competition was a pivotal moment for us. It gave us the space to 

enhance our problem-solving, design thinking, teamwork, and resilience. 

More importantly, it reminded us that engineering is not just about 

numbers, but it is about creating impactful solutions for the world,ò added 

Jie Yee.

Looking ahead, the Green Apple team is eager to continue their journey, 

taking part in more competitions to hone their skills and expand their 

learning.
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Well done, Team Green Apple! 

Your innovation, dedication, and teamwork have 

truly made APU proud.
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APU Engineering Teams Shine at Johor International 

Innovation Symposium with Silver Wins

Representing the Asia Pacific University of Technology & Innovation 

(APU), Assistant Professor Ir  Ts Dr Alexander Chee Hon Cheong 

shared Malaysiaôs and APUôs progress in digital and blended learning at 

the Regional Consultative Meeting on Blended Learning in TVET , 

held in Chennai, India .

The Asia Pacific University of Technology &  Innovation (APU), 

proudly represented Malaysia at the Regional Consultative Meeting on 

Developing a Blended Learning Model for Polytechnic and ITI  

Institutions in Commonwealth Asia Countries in the TVET Sector, held in 

Chennai, India. 
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The event was jointly organised by the Commonwealth Educational 

Media Centre for Asia (CEMCA)  and the National Institute  of 

Technical Teachers Training  and Research (NITTTR),  Chennai.

The three-day regional meeting brought together policymakers, 

institutional leaders, and experts from Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, 

Malaysia, Maldives, Pakistan, Singapore, Sri Lanka, and India. 

Together, they co-developed a Regional Collaborative Framework for 

Blended Learning in TVET, focusing on integrating policy, pedagogy, 

technology, and inclusion across Commonwealth Asia.

Representing both APU and Malaysia, Assistant Professor Ir  Ts Dr 

Alexander Chee Hon Cheong, Mechanical Engineering Programme 

Leader, took part in the National Landscapes technical session 

alongside representatives from the Ministry of Higher Education (MoHE), 

Universiti Malaysia Pahang Al -Sultan Abdullah, and Universiti Tun 

Hussein Onn Malaysia.

Dr Alexanderôs presentation highlighted Malaysiaôs progressive adoption 

of blended and digital learning within the TVET sector, with a particular 

focus on APUôs forward-thinking model that blends industry-driven 

pedagogy, micro-credential pathways, and digital learning ecosystems 

aligned with Industry 4.0 competencies.



Achievement

SoE Newsletter

The meeting featured keynote addresses, regional case studies, and 

collaborative workshops exploring frameworks for institutional readiness, 

curriculum innovation, technology integration, and faculty development. 

Participants also took part in a national action-planning session, and an 

exposure visit to the National Instructional  Media Institute  (NIMI ), 

where they observed advanced instructional media production for blended 

TVET delivery.

APUôs active participation underscored Malaysiaôs ongoing commitment 

to advancing flexible, inclusive, and technology-enabled education 

ecosystems. 

As a Premier Digital Tech Institution, APU continues to champion 

international collaborations with organizations such as COL-CEMCA , 

driving innovation in TVET transformation, open learning, and digital 

pedagogy across the Commonwealth.
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APU extends heartfelt congratulations to Dr 

Alexander Chee for elevating Malaysia's and APU's 

presence in shaping the future of blended learning 

across the Commonwealth.
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APU Team Achieves Top 5 in Shell Selamat Sampai Varsity 

Challenge 2025

Asia Pacific University of Technology &  Innovation (APU) 

Mechatronic and Electrical & Electronic Engineering students ð Lai  

Keng You, Pua Jun Yu, Kannan Uthaya Kumar,  and Rohit Thomas 

ð won fifth  place and a RM1,000 cash prize at the Shell Malaysia 

competition with MOTOSAFE , an intelligent motorcycle hazard 

detection system aimed at reducing road accidents

Asia Pacific University of Technology & Innovation (APU) proudly 

announces its achievement as one of the Top 5 finalists in the Shell 

Malaysia #ShellSelamatSampai Varsity  Challenge 2025, a national-

level innovation competition focused on road safety and youth-driven 

solutions.
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This yearôs challenge saw participation from 26 public and private 

universities across Malaysia, making APUôs placement among the top five 

a remarkable accomplishment. 

The competition spanned 10 weeks, during which student teams 

developed innovative solutions to address pressing road safety issues in 

Malaysia.

The APU teamôs project, MOTOSAFE , by Mechatronic Engineering and 

Electrical and Electronic Engineering students Lai  Keng You, Pua Jun 

Yu, Kannan Uthaya Kumar,  and Rohit Thomas, is an intelligent 

motorcycle hazard detection and collision avoidance system developed to 

address the alarming rate of motorcycle-related accidents in Malaysia, 

which account for over 60% of road fatalities.

This impactful project was guided by a dedicated mentor comprising of 

Head School of Engineering (SoE), Associate Professor Ir  Dr Siva 

Kumar  Sivanesan and his team Assistant Professor Ir  Ts Dr Alexander 

Chee Hon Cheong, Ir  Ts Dr Denesh Sooriamoorthy, and Ir  Ts Dr 

Yvette Shaan-Li  Susiapan.

Over a span of 10 weeks, the team engineered a solution that integrates 

AI-powered pothole detection, blind spot monitoring, haptic feedback 

alerts, and helmet-integrated safety features such as HUD alerts and LED 

visibility. 
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ñMOTOSAFE aims to enhance rider awareness and response time, 

contributing to safer roads nationwide,ò said Keng You, representing his 

team.

ñThis was our first time joining the competition, and we are happy to have 

secured fifth place and received a RM1,000 cash prize from Shell 

Malaysia.

ñMore importantly,  our innovation was recognized for its potential to 

save lives and contribute to safer roads nationwide.ò
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He added that the competition gave them valuable practical experience 

that complemented their studies.

ñFor example, it allowed us to apply engineering design and problem-

solving skills in a real-world project.

ñIt also met our expectations by allowing us to test our technical 

knowledge beyond the classroom.ò

A big congratulations to our talented students 
and mentors for this national -level success.
 Your innovation continues to elevate APU's 

engineering excellence.
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APU Researchers and Students Shine at ERA Asian Research 

Excellence Awards 2025 

Two distinguished faculty members and two student research teams from 

the Asia Pacific University of Technology &  Innovation (APU) were 

recognized for their outstanding achievements at the Einstein Research 

Academy (ERA) Asian Research Excellence Awards 2025 ceremony, 

held on 10 October 2025. The event celebrated research excellence across 

Asia, highlighting projects that advance the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals (UNSDGs).

Professor Dr Mohammad Falahat, Director of the Strategic Research 

Institute (SRI) at APU, was honored in the Sustainable and Innovation 

in Business and Management category. His award underscores APUôs 

strength in developing forward-thinking and sustainable business 

solutions that address contemporary challenges faced by global industries.
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Meanwhile, Assistant Professor Ir  EUR ING Ts Dr Lau Chee Yong, 

from APUôs School of Engineering (SoE), received recognition in the 

Engineering Innovation category. His accolade reflects the universityôs 

continued excellence in technological research, focusing on innovative 

engineering solutions that enhance efficiency, sustainability, and real-

world application.

The award ceremony was held at INTI  International  University, where 

Professor Dr Wong Ling Shing, Pro Vice-Chancellor of Research and 

Innovation at INTI, presented the awards as the ERA Asian Chairman.

The ERA Asian Research Excellence Awards, organised by the Einstein 

Research Academy, an international research institution based in 

Puducherry, India, recognize outstanding contributions from researchers 

across Asia. The awards highlight achievements in science, technology, 

innovation, and education, rewarding efforts that advance the UNSDGs 

through creative and impactful research.

Adding to the universityôs accolades, APUôs student teams also triumphed 

at the ERA Inter -Varsity  Innovation Competition 2025, which gathered 

participants from top institutions across the region. The competition 

assessed projects based on originality, technical merit, feasibility, and 

potential real-world impact.
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A team consisting of Lek Yong Bin, Loh Ying Chong, Wong Che Kai,  

and Kalyana Samadhi, representing APUôs engineering disciplines, won 

the Gold Award for their project titled ñSmart Microgrid  Ecosystemò. 

Their work showcased innovative approaches to sustainable energy 

management, addressing key challenges in power distribution and 

renewable energy integration. The projectôs focus on developing resilient 

and efficient microgrids reflects a growing need for sustainable energy 

systems, particularly within developing economies in the Asia-Pacific 

region.
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A Silver Award was also presented to another APU team led by 

Associate Professor Ir  Dr Siva Kumar  Sivanesan, Head of the School 

of Engineering, and Ir  Ts Dr Denesh Sooriamoorthy, alongside students 

Muthmainna Nasywa Ashary, Chai Jien Joe, and Chung Zi  Da. Their 

project, ñDevelopment of a Wearable AI -Driven System for 

Cardiovascular Risk Detectionò, demonstrates the universityôs 

commitment to applying artificial intelligence in healthcare. This 

wearable system enables early detection of cardiovascular risks, 

potentially transforming preventive healthcare and saving lives through 

timely intervention.

As Malaysia continues to establish itself as a regional hub for innovation 

and technology, APUôs success at the ERA Asian Research Excellence 

Awards underscores the nationôs growing strength in research and 

development. The university remains committed to nurturing an 

ecosystem where innovation thrives; empowering faculty and students to 

push boundaries, explore new frontiers, and contribute meaningfully to 

global technological progress.

Congratulations to our outstanding researchers 
and student teams for their remarkable success at 
the ERA Asian Research Excellence Awards 2025. 
Your achievements continue to elevate APU's 
research excellence regionally and globally.
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APU Academics Advance Malaysiaôs Semiconductor Frontier 

through Elite Training in China

Two faculty members from the School of Engineering (SoE) at the Asia 

Pacific University of Technology & Innovation (APU) have been selected 

among only ten academicians nationwide to participate in an intensive 

semiconductor training programme in China. This milestone underscores 

APUôs pivotal role in advancing Malaysiaôs semiconductor education and 

nurturing future-ready engineers for a rapidly evolving industry.

Senior Lecturer Ir  Ts Dr Reena Sri Selvarajan and Assistant Professor 

Ir  EUR ING Ts Dr Lau Chee Yong were chosen by the Malaysia 

Digital  Economy Corporation (MDEC) and the Advanced 

Semiconductor Academy of Malaysia (ASEM) to attend the prestigious 

week-long programme in mid-October 2025, titled ñAdvanced Testing 

and Packaging in IC Designò.
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Their work showcased innovative approaches to sustainable energy 

management, addressing key challenges in power distribution and 

renewable energy integration. The projectôs focus on developing resilient 

and efficient microgrids reflects a growing need for sustainable energy 

systems, particularly within developing economies in the Asia-Pacific 

region.

The programme took place at the School of Microelectronics, Southern 

University of Science and Technology (SUSTech) in Shenzhen, widely 

known as Chinaôs Silicon Valley. It formed part of the National 

Semiconductor Strategy (NSS 2025) Malaysiaôs strategic initiative 

aimed at building a robust and future-ready semiconductor ecosystem.
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This landmark initiative focuses on empowering educators with the latest 

technical knowledge, tools, and practical insights essential to propel 

Malaysiaôs semiconductor ambitions forward. The training served as a 

bridge connecting theoretical expertise with industrial practices, 

reinforcing Malaysiaôs vision of becoming a key contributor in the global 

semiconductor supply chain.

Throughout the intensive week, both APU academics gained an in-depth 

understanding of microelectronics and semiconductor technologies, 

guided by an exceptional faculty of experts. Renowned Professors Prof 

Ye Huaiyu and Prof Guo Yuejin  delivered lectures on critical subjects, 

including Introduction to IC  Testing, Advanced Packaging, Flip  Chip 

Technology, and Advanced Reliability  Testing &  Failure Analysis.
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The programme was designed to ensure a balanced learning experience 

combining rigorous theoretical sessions with immersive hands-on 

training. Laboratory visits and demonstrations were held at CECC Lab, 

SZU Lab, and SZIIT  Lab, all equipped with state-of-the-art 

semiconductor fabrication and testing facilities. 

These practical components allowed participants to experience 

semiconductor manufacturing processes and testing methodologies 

firsthand, translating academic knowledge into tangible skills.

In addition to classroom and laboratory sessions, participants engaged 

directly with industry leaders through visits and discussions with 

WinTech Nano-Technology Services Pte Ltd  and Shenzhen Mifei  

Technology Co., Ltd . These interactions provided an invaluable glimpse 

into current industry practices, technological challenges, and emerging 

market demands shaping the global semiconductor sector.
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A key highlight was a collaborative discussion session led by the ASEM 

Team Leader, which focused on aligning academic curricula with 

industry needs and fostering cross-institutional collaboration. This 

dialogue emphasized the urgency of creating industry-relevant 

programmes that respond dynamically to Malaysiaôs semiconductor 

development priorities.

The successful completion of this advanced training by Dr Lau and Dr 

Reena symbolizes APUôs steadfast commitment to staying at the forefront 

of semiconductor education. The insights, knowledge, and technical 

competencies gained from this exposure will  be channelled directly into 

APUôs curriculum, enhancing studentsô learning experiences and 

employability in the high-value semiconductor sector.
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Both academicians expressed deep gratitude for the opportunity to learn 

within Shenzhenôs innovation ecosystem, an environment that blends 

research, manufacturing, and entrepreneurship into a powerful technology 

hub. They believe the exposure will  enable APU to better equip students 

with the skills and adaptability needed to thrive in this fast-growing field.

As Malaysia continues to advance its position in the global semiconductor 

supply chain, APU remains steadfast in supporting the nationôs strategic 

goals through knowledge transfer and innovation-driven education. 

The participation of its academics in this global learning initiative 

reaffirms APUôs integral role in strengthening Malaysiaôs semiconductor 

talent pipeline and research ecosystem.

Reflecting on this achievement, Associate Professor Ir  Dr Siva Kumar  

Sivanesan, Head of the School of Engineering, said:

ñThis milestone is a testament to APUôs dedication to nation-building 

through education and innovation. By empowering our academics with in-

time industrial exposure and cutting-edge expertise, we ensure that 

knowledge flows seamlessly from the classroom to the countryôs economic 

fabric.ò 



Achievement

SoE Newsletter

At APU, we are not only shaping engineers; rather, we are shaping the 

future of Malaysiaôs high-tech industries through continuous learning, 

collaboration, and the relentless pursuit of excellence,ò he continued.

Through initiatives such as this, APU continues to reinforce its position as 

a key contributor to Malaysiaôs technological progress, as a university that 

educates, innovates, and inspires the next generation of semiconductor 

leaders.

Congratulations to Dr Reena and Dr Lau for being 
selected among Malaysia's top academicians. 

Your achievement marks another proud 
milestone for APU in advancing semiconductor 

excellence.
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APU Secures USD 150,000 Seed Grant to Lead Global 

Innovation in Digital Geoscience Education

The Asia Pacific University of Technology & Innovation (APU) has once 

again demonstrated its global leadership in digital education and 

interdisciplinary STEM innovation by securing a USD 150,000 Seed 

Grant  under the prestigious Deep-Time Digital  Earth  (DDE) Big 

Science Programme. 

This major funding positions APU at the forefront of research in digital 

geoscience education, setting new benchmarks for the use of immersive 

technologies in teaching and learning.
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The grant supports APUôs newly formalized international partnership with 

three globally renowned institutions; the Suzhou Deep-Time Digital  

Earth Research Centre (Suzhou Centre), the Secretariat of Deep-

Time Digital  Earth  Big Science Program (DDE) and the American 

Geosciences Institute  (AGI),  in a joint effort to redefine how young 

learners understand and explore the Earthôs deep-time systems through 

cutting-edge digital technologies.

Suzhou Centre (administrative arm) and DDE, endorsed by UNESCO, 

stand among the worldôs most ambitious scientific collaborations, 

integrating massive deep-time geoscience datasets to promote sustainable 

research and innovation. Meanwhile, AGI, based in the United States, is a 

globally respected institute dedicated to advancing the geosciences 

through research, education, and public engagement. 

The partnership agreement was formally signed on 1 September 2025 by 

APU Vice Chancellor Professor Dr Ho Chin Kuan, Suzhou Centre 

Director Professor Jianbo Sun, and DDE Secretary General Dr Ishwaran 

Natarajan. This milestone marked APUôs inclusion in a network of elite 

global institutions striving to advance data-driven Earth systems 

education and research.
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At the heart of this collaboration lies an innovative three-year research 

project titled ñInnovative Uses of Digital  Outcrop Models (DOMs) in 

Pre-College Educationò, funded by the grant. The project will  explore 

the transformative educational potential of 3D Digital Outcrop Models  

high-resolution virtual representations of geological formations as tools 

for immersive, experiential learning.

By integrating DOMs into general science and interdisciplinary 

classrooms, the project aims to enhance spatial reasoning, data 

interpretation, and scientific inquiry skills among upper-secondary and 

pre-university students in both Malaysia and the United States. These 

capabilities are increasingly vital in nurturing a future-ready workforce 

equipped for the challenges of the 21st century.

The project is co-led by Professor Dr Abtar  Darshan Singh, Director of 

APUôs Digital Learning Hub and UNESCO Chair on Harnessing 

Innovations in Technology to Support Teachers and Quality Learning, 

alongside Professor Edward Robeck from the American Geosciences 

Institute. 



Achievement

SoE Newsletter

Supporting the initiative from APU are Ir  EUR ING Ts Dr Harvin  Kaur  

Gurchran Singh, Assistant Professor at the School of Engineering (SoE), 

and Ts Jonathan JS Kovilpillai , Programme Manager of the Digital 

Learning Hub.

Together, the team will  co-develop lesson plans, assessment tools, and 

instructional content that integrate scientific, cultural, and environmental 

perspectives embodying UNESCOôs call for transdisciplinary and 

inclusive education.

This groundbreaking collaboration brings tangible, long-term benefits to 

APU:

Å Research Leadership: Reinforces APUôs status as a regional leader in 

technology-enabled geoscience education, paving the way for joint 

publications, exchanges, and future global grants.

Å Reputation and Recognition: Enhances APUôs global visibility  as a 

multidisciplinary university committed to sustainability, innovation, 

and educational excellence.

Å Talent Pipeline: Attracts students and scholars passionate about 

STEM, digital education, and cross-border research.
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Å National Contribution: Aligns with Malaysiaôs national priorities in 

STEM, digital transformation, and future workforce readiness, 

supporting the nationôs MyDIGITAL  agenda and the Ministry of 

Higher Educationôs strategic goals.

Between 2025 and 2028, the project will  roll out in phases including pilot 

implementations in schools, teacher training, and iterative research 

leading to the publication of empirically validated teaching frameworks 

that can be adapted globally.

Reflecting on this milestone, Prof Dr Abtar Darshan Singh stated, ñThis 

Seed Grant is a catalyst for innovation. Through this collaboration, we 

will  push the boundaries of how digital technologies can enrich learning 

in geoscience and beyond. It strengthens APUôs Digital Learning Hub as a 

centre of excellence for technology-driven education, where research, 

creativity, and inclusivity converge to empower the next generation of 

learners and educators.ò

With this bold step, APU reaffirms its unwavering commitment to 

bridging technology and humanity through education, driving meaningful 

global impact from Malaysia to the world.

Congratulations to Dr Harvin for being part of this 
prestigious global research collaboration
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APU Strengthens National Research Leadership with Prestigious 

Grants from MOHE, MCMC and Global Industry Partners

The Asia Pacific University of Technology & Innovation (APU) continues 

to solidify its position as one of Malaysiaôs most dynamic research-driven 

private universities, as seven of its distinguished academics secured 

highly competitive national and international research grants. 

This achievement reflects not only the calibre of APUôs academic talent 

but also the trust placed in the institution by the Ministry  of Higher 

Education (MOHE),  the Malaysian Communications and Multimedia  

Commission (MCMC) , and prominent global industry players.

Backed by robust support from APUôs Research Management Centre 

(RMC), the university continues to advance research excellence by 

promoting interdisciplinary collaboration, fostering an innovation-driven 

culture, and securing impactful funding opportunities. 

The latest achievements underline APUôs rising influence in areas of 

national importance such as digital inclusion, community empowerment, 

sustainability, advanced engineering, tourism innovation, and global 

STEM development.
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APUôs commitment to shaping a responsible and inclusive digital society 

is reinforced through Assistant Professor Ir  EUR ING Ts Dr Lau Chee 

Yongôs success in securing the Digital  Society Research Grant  (DSRG) 

from MCMC. 

His project investigates Digital  Citizenship, Cyberwellness, and Digital  

Inclusion; three areas critical to Malaysiaôs transition into a progressive 

digital-first nation. The research outcomes are expected to inform national 

digital policies, guide online safety frameworks, and empower Malaysians 

with the skills and knowledge needed for equitable participation in the 

digital economy.
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In partnership with Infinecs Systems Sdn Bhd, School of Engineering 

(SoE) leaders Professor Ir  Dr Lai  Nai Shyan and Ir  Dr Lian Wen Xun 

secured a significant research grant to support real-world engineering 

projects for final-year students. This collaboration nurtures industry-ready 

graduates with strong competencies in electronics design, IoT 

applications, and semiconductor technologies fields vital to Malaysiaôs 

position in the regional technology value chain.

This momentum continues at the School of Technology, where Western 

Digital  Tech and Regional Center (M)  Sdn Bhd awarded a project grant 

led by Ts Umapathy Eaganathan. The initiative bridges academic learning 

with hands-on industrial practice, empowering students to develop 

practical solutions to genuine organizational challenges and elevating 

their readiness for careers in advanced digital and engineering sectors.

APUôs expanding portfolio of grants ranging from fundamental academic 

enquiries to international industry partnerships demonstrates its strategic 

vision of aligning research with global challenges and national 

development priorities. Each achievement reflects the dedication of its 

academics and the universityôs unwavering commitment to producing 

impactful knowledge that advances society, empowers communities, and 

drives innovation.
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In congratulating APUôs academic community, Vice Chancellor Professor 

Dr Ho Chin Kuan remarked, ñThese achievements reflect the intellectual 

strength and collaborative spirit that define APU. Our academics 

continue to push the boundaries of knowledge, translating ideas into real-

world impact. We are proud of their contributions, and we remain 

committed to nurturing a research ecosystem that inspires innovation, 

shapes industries, and uplifts society.ò

A big congratulations to Dr Lau and Dr Lai! 
Your contributions to cutting -edge research and 
industry collaboration are shaping future -ready 

engineers and elevating APU's national 
standing.
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APU Academic Honoured with Regional Recognition for 

Advancing Petroleum Engineering Education

Ir  EUR ING Ts Dr Harvin  Kaur  receives prestigious honour for her 

outstanding service and impact across the North Asia Pacific region.

Asia Pacific University of Technology & Innovation (APU) celebrates a 

remarkable milestone as Ir  EUR ING Ts Dr Harvin  Kaur , Programme 

Leader for Petroleum Engineering at the School of Engineering (SoE), 

was conferred the Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE) Regional 

Service Award for the North Asia Pacific Region. 


